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Ia respouse 1o your reguest of 23 August, we have re-
Sxpxined the cuestion of mmy the Boviets are asgaged
ia a2 sasned luser lasdiag progres ooapetitive with ithe
Agelle zcheduls. Gur vsaclusisn, vwhich you will find im
paragrapt 12 of the atisched seaorsadum, ix that they
_prabably sze not, Althouyh ve eamaat rule out the possie
Bhlity. Our estimate of the earliesl possible date for a
Soviet maneed lanas laadiag atteapl v wid-1988, but we
belisve 8 savro probable date (o e a few yeRss later.

Ea arriviag at thie judgsent, which is sholly i asgord
with WIB 11108, "Tae Sovivt Sgpace Progoms,” Jamesry 16456,
we Wave clomely ezgained all the Bev evideace -~ techaols;~
tenl, and ecssomic and polltical aw wo0ll -« which relmtes
to the subject. WHe xtill, however, do aet Tind thet which
woald jes=tify a» comcin:isa other than ihe sbhove,

3 Bave recmatly couveaed & special pensl nf zeleatific
and teohuies]l suthavities o ommmias the svallable svidesce
vhich Lemrs o8 this aad theis counclivzions sve im parailel
with ithose of the Agency 'y meas.

I gnow 1 seed noat resiud you of the reat sensltivity
af a docusent vhick bear: the classification of thiz one,
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